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§717.15

topsoil in accordance with §717.20, shall
be done along the contour to minimize
subsequent erosion and instability. If
such grading, preparation or placement
along the contour would be hazardous
to equipment operators, grading, prep-
aration or placement in a direction
other than generally parallel to the
contour may be used. In all cases, grad-
ing, preparation or placement shall be
conducted in a manner which mini-
mizes erosion and provides a surface
for replacement of topsoil which will
minimize slippage.

§717.15 Disposal of excess rock and
earth materials on surface areas.

Excess rock and earth materials pro-
duced from an underground mine and
not disposed in underground workings
or used in backfilling and grading oper-
ations shall be placed in surface dis-
posal areas in accordance with require-
ments of §715.15. Where the volume of
such material is small and its chemical
and physical characteristics do not
pose a threat to either public safety or
the environment, the regulatory au-
thority may modify the requirements
of §715.15 in accordance with
§717.14(a)(1).

§717.16 [Reserved]

§717.17 Protection of the hydrologic
system.

The permittee shall plan and conduct
underground coal mining and reclama-
tion operations to minimize disturb-
ance of the prevailing hydrologic bal-
ance in order to prevent long-term ad-
verse changes in the hydrologic bal-
ance that could result from under-
ground coal mining operations, both on
and off site. changes in water quality
and quantity, in the depth to ground
water, and in the location of surface
water drainage channels shall be mini-
mized and applicable Federal and State
statutes and regulations shall not be
violated. The permittee shall conduct
operations so as to minimize water pol-
lution and shall, where necessary, use
treatment methods to control water
pollution. The permittee shall empha-
size underground coal mining and rec-
lamation practices that will prevent or
minimize water pollution and changes
in flows in preference to the use of
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water treatment facilities prior to dis-
charge to surface waters. Practices to
control and minimize pollution in-
clude, but are not limited to, diverting
water from underground workings or
preventing water contact with acid- or
toxic-forming materials, and mini-
mizing water contact time with waste
materials, maintaining mine barriers
to enhance postmining inundation and
sealing, establishing disturbed areas
through grading, diverting runoff,
achieving quick growing stands of tem-
porary vegetation, and lining drainage
channels. If treatment is required to
eliminate pollution of surface or
ground waters, the permittee shall op-
erate and maintain the necessary
water treatment facilities as set forth
in this section.

(a) Water quality standards and efflu-
ent limitations. (1) All surface drainage
from the disturbed area, including dis-
turbed areas that have been graded,
seeded or planted and which remain
subject to the requirements of this sec-
tion, except for drainage from dis-
turbed areas that have met the require-
ments of §717.20 shall be passed
through a sedimentation pond or a se-
ries of sedimentation ponds prior to
leaving the permit area. All waters
which flow or are removed from under-
ground operations or underground wa-
ters which are removed from other
areas to facilitate mining and which
discharge to surface waters must be
passed through appropriate treatment
facilities prior to discharge where nec-
essary to meet effluent limitations.

(2) For purposes of this section only,
disturbed areas shall include areas of
surface operations but shall not in-
clude those areas in which only diver-
sion ditches, sedimentation ponds, or
roads are installed in accordance with
this section and the upstream area is
not otherwise disturbed by the per-
mittee. Disturbed areas shall not in-
clude those surface areas overlying the
underground working unless those
areas are also disturbed by surface op-
erations such as fill (disposal) areas,
support facilities areas, or other major
activities which create a risk of pollu-
tion.

(3) The regulatory authority may
grant exemptions from this require-
ment only when the disturbed drainage
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